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■ * , 

'an 
Eleftion S E R M O N. 

• , — y L , I . , . ;; 'ill. . ■ J n .' 

ROMANS, CHAP. XIII. v£RSE4, firftckufe. 
For be is the Minijier of Gqd to thee for good. 

IT is the appropriate privilege of chriftianity, to 
ifFoFd doctrines -'and'pvec^pts adapted to the 
circunfftances of all characters of men. ' Otter' 
fyftems ef morality are 'partial in their inftrux:- 
tionsj deficient in motives, aiiii erroneous in the 
maxims of; hiiniian life. . But the author of our 
faith hath grounded; our .obligations upon a ra- 
tional foundation, excited us to duty by fuitable 
atad efficrent m6tives,arid extended his inftrudions 
to every clafs of men. "With equal regards he re- 
fjpeAs the wife and the noble, the uninftrucled and 
him of' low- degree. To 'render his fyftem the 
iBoi'e-feeneficial, hfrhas appointed miniftet's to ex- 
plain its principles, and inculcate his faving doc- 
trines uppn men: of all degrees ; to vindicate and 
magnify .his inftitutions before Kings, .and to' 
preacli the gofpel to the poor. 

And 
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And this is the iriinifter's happinefg, that Tie is 
ready furnifhed with inftri}<flions fuited to every 
auditory b^ore whom he may fpeak. All men 
need'inftru^ioJi', to be prcinptgd to the difcharge 
of their fupreme obligations to God, and their re- 
lative obligations to each other. Andthis is th'ei? 
common privilege, that the hleffed. Jefijs. by his 
written word and preached gofpel, provides for. 
,ali a portion in dus feafon. 

The words felecled for,t|i!^ baiis of a difcourfg 
upon the prgfent occafion, contain inftrucftion for 
r rulers j to ppidit thewi to the origin of their power 
an,d the; ufe, they fhould ?ii*lse of it : They com- 
priae a k;ffon equally ufeful to fubje^s ; tow to 
eonducl theinfelvesin relation to their rtflers, and 
what views to entertain: of their authority. 

Shouli? the Preacher copform himfelf to the 
text, and., place to view the folemn importance of 
it, the prefent occafif n ijsight be richly pro|it^b4e 
to this great affembly. -May that Divine Teacher, 
who/fake as never man fpake, by the aids of his 
Spirit, affift the Preacher iojind out acoepiable wards 
and ^he isjords of truth and fober7iefs ; to recommend 
his doctrines in their purity and power to his fer- 
vants, now convened to learn the law in his 
ianftuary. 

For 
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For he is -the minijier (fGod to thee for good. 

Our firft enquiry is, Who is this noinifter of God ? 
The, context informs us, ;that he is the ciml magi/' 
irate, called in a preceding paffage, the higher 
powers f fince the magiffirate is raifed in the com- 
muniity to a ftation above his bretliren, and in- 
-tnjfted with authority to govern others, by or- 
daiiMjEig andjexecnting. laws for. the common good. 
^That :ift3|gifti-ates are defignated by the Apofite, 
appears from his termiing them, JRukrs who are 
Ji9t a terror io good works, but to the ^5»/ ; they are 
appoioteid to iupport good morals and pxinilh vIcq. 
;Ajid thjs.part of the defcription agrees with the 
civil magiftijate, H? « a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doth evU •• And as an apknowledge- 
ment of his fef vices and dignityji^e receives tribute. 
It is thus evident from the Apoftle's c^ling him 
l7je Higher )Pp'd;ers, the Ruler and the Revenger, that 
the civil' magi/irate is intended hy theminifler of God. 
In Ipiealcihg . u'pon this fubjeft, foiir general pro- 
^ofltions ' will inefit our attehtibni viz. 

I.' "that civil authority is of divine inftitution. 

. II. That dvil authority is infiituted for the 
goo4, x)f the people in general, ajid for the ben^fi^ 
pf the. chiurcli of Ghrift in particular., 

I|I,f^.Wh^t faeafures muft the civil authoTrky 

vw&ie to anfwei: the end of their inftitution ? 

IV. 



[ s ] 

IV. What afe the obligations of fubjeds toftha 
civil au|hority.? ) 

I. Civil authority is of DivTn6 inftitutibn.' 

,-l^ is the minijier of God t.- 

Order is Heaven' s Jirji law.' Widioilt it thfe 
gracious defigns of the Creator clnnot be accom- 
plifiied. He has made his creatures of various 
powers and degrees ; rifing by an eafy aridt hisppy 
gradation,- frbtn the loweft fpecies of animals, to 
the moft ^exalted rank of heavenly intelligfencies. 
Creatures of the faihe fpedes are conftituted witfi 
certain differences, by which they greatly excel 
each other. ' Men, whti atr6 faiid to be b6i?n in a 
ftate of equ'aiily, are yet endowed- vp-ith unequal 
meafures of ftrength and wIfdomV And hence 
there is" a greate.if' variety amongft! men, than 
^morigffieveraldifTeifent fpecies of anittials. So^ipe 
are qualified to teach and guide ; others to be 
taught and^ led by their , fuperiors. To affirm 
that. in the qualifications to rule and guide, , all 
men are equal,is to bleiid charaders totally divcrfe,' - 
to'coii&und wifdom' with folly, aiid affability and 
cOildefcenfion mth ill-natiire' and' pride. There 
have ever beelf diftincliohs in the world, and[ 
various d^rees amongft flien y ■v^hile ^do^ed 
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with fuch various qualities andiatficftibnS, the 3if- 
titt£tion will remain. To gainfay this diftinftion, 
is to cdunteradfone of the prihcipaP laws of hu- 
manity. Some mtift be in authority ; Others ttii 
fubordination* And happy is that pS6pte who are 
allowed in Pfotideincej to look out from atnofig 
their brethren perfons of the beft difpofition, arid 
moft aptly qualified to rule over them. 

That particular perfons flipuld be diftinguifhed 
and exalted in fociety, may ,b'e argued from the 
methods of Providence, ever fince man hath been 
upon earth. No people w.ere ever .able to fubfift 
for any Ipjgtl^ of time, without £orn^irig into fomc 
kind of civil government, and fetting afide thofe 
boafted equalities, with which men are born into 
the world. They muft be fubjecl to fo'me common 
fiile and authority^, in order to poffefi any meafure 
of happincfs and.fecurity; Where there are no 
rulers to govern tfhe eqmmunity, all things are 
imfliediately involved in confuftbn and mifery. 
The cdntinuance of our pririnal equality, is 'a 
ftate of nature, and all agfes have found a ftateoiE 
ti^mh td be a ftite of Var. I'lierefdre Jt has 
pleafdi'the comfridA Parent of men, ■to lead' theni 
to a jRiate' d£ civil fubordination, by which a part 
of the cotomunity are intrufted^' t6 ordain' and 
carry into effeft, laws and regulations fot the 
*rhole. B V That 
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; ^['hat the cftablifhment of civil government iS 
\}f the counfel and wifdom of God, we are taught 
both from the hiftory o£ his Providence, ahd the 
teftimony of his infpired truth. Ifrael, the pcoplfe 
of his love, were formed into a civil community j 
and made fubordinate to eftabliflied laws, to be 
adminiftered by rulers appointed for that purpofe. 
And it was a time of fore rebuke, when there was 
no ma^iftrate in the land of fufEcierit authority, to 
put them in fear. The ekaltatibn and degradation 
of rulers is the work of God, arid hot the pro- 
dudlioii of a blind and fortuitous chance, accord- 
ing to the opinion of idje atid irifidel wits, Fdf 
faith the word . of ^nlightning truth, * Promptian 
Cometh neither from the eq/i, nor from the wg/?, noi^ 
from thejouthi But God is the yudge ; hepiiiieth dowtt 
one Hhd/etteth t^ anotheh The prerogative of or- 
daining niagiftracy and civil authority, belongs to 
our Lord Jefus thrift ; this claim he affumes to 
himfelf under the name of Wifdom.-|: " By me Kings 
reign and Princes decree ju/lice* By me Princes rule^ 
and nobles, even all the judges, of the earth.'* _ Thefe 
vsords imply the power of God, in fupporting 
civil authority, and aUb his approbation of civil 
,, magiftracy^ 

* Pfalm, kxv;,6> 7. 
t frov. yiii. 15, iS* 
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inagiftracy,as one of the blefllngs of the Redeemer's 
purchafe. Inwhat eftimation the bleffing of civil 
government is holden by Godi may' be learned 
froni thiat ^poftolital direftion to Titus, how tq 
teach tiie flock of Chrift. * '< Put them in mind to 
he' fuhj&£t to principalities and powers ^ and to obey, 
rridgijirates" So far is Chrift interefted in the fup- 
port of civil authority, that he will acknowledge 
thofe only to be his followers, who willingly c|bey 
rulers, and fubmit totheir adminiftrations. 

But we need not go far for arguments : Out 
text is encompaffed with pro^s of the Diving in- 
ftitution of civil authority'. The argument in the 
firft verfe,for fubjecUon to the higher ppivers,iSy For 
there is no pjuwer^ but of God : the powers that be^ are 
orddineJofGod. The reafon alledged for not op- 
pofing ffie power, is in the fecond vei;fe. Whofoever 
tejtfteth the power ■, refijleth the ordinance of Qod : 
and tbey that refiflfhall receive totbemfelves damnation. 
"JThrice in this argument the Apbftle ftiles the 
magiftrate, Qod's minijier ; that is, a public fervant 
appointed by God. He is ftiled alfo God's re-oenjg^ 
to execute wrath upon him that doth evil, ^nd 
Chriftigns mu^ needs be fijbjefl:, not only from 
fear and conftraint, but chearfully in difcharge of 

a 
•Titus, lii. 1. 
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a.,gbod confeienee. Thej^efpif . our arguntieat far 
the Divjue inftitution of civil- authority, refts upon 
^, uniformity of Providence, in bringing man- 
kind upder government ; upon the clear teftimony 
of fcripture ; andiuppn our Loiid's, repeated in- 
%uaions Xo l\is difciples to yield a willing; homage 
to rulers, even when they are , n&itlier of their 
faith, nor even of exemplary morals* , , ;. 

' 'iNoT thdt'tbd li-ath •di'diifiyd-ariy pfihictilalr 
form of'Govyftt^.eflt. Tiiis is^lfeft to' the judge- 
ment of me^j,, .and the icnrQjijn^ances o£ particular: 
countries and communities, But fome -govern^ 
men,t is neceffary. God wills ,rpankind, to ;he4Q 
fubordination, and that they;fl.and' to eaEh other 
in^the relation of rulers and fubjecls, He does 
not fet up the claim of Kings, to an indefe?t|ibl^ 
and heri^ditaf'y right : SUeh a claim i§, \vith'out 
fappoFt in fcripture, finjd is repugnant to common 
fenfe. The lea^ng idea of fipi^pture is, -That com - 
mupitiss conftitute certaiii of their briCthren rto 
rule over them : ; and thus cppftrtuted, : they are 
the ordinance o£ the Supreme Ruler. 

Our ki^gtimfent'is' not, Thaf every povver which 
iilUtnes to be iuthOTi'ty is really fo ; or that God 
wbuld have 'it-'ackno^X'ledg'ed as his' inttittitibn. 

Ufurpcrs 
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Ufurpers gjid incurable.tyrants are n^t the ^dl- 
nance of t^qd.. Invaders are "to r be rejefted «s 

ilioftile to , civil authority and fubverfive of ^goveoi- 
ment. The Apoftle would fhow, That rulears 
allowed by-long ufe, fubmitted to bypromifes of 

>riUegfeinc«»'or:iritfoduced according to the ftatfid 
maxims of the cofaraianityJover fwhdm they pre- 
flde, are inveifted with power' by God himftlf, akiSd 
are to be bbey€d~by Chriftkiiiis 'as his ordinance.} 

. and' this, however thdr chasiafters may be faulty, 
■and their adniiniftrations in nfeny refpefts iwjltt-- 
""dicioas and rcprehclSfible.. > ,' " " 

I proceed to r prove, ^ , 

^. TttAT .J .ciy^l. authority is inftituted. for -tjie 
■good of the people in general, and for the beijefit 
of the church 4)CChrifl in .particular. , , , , ... 

' ' He is the Minijier ef God to thee /or Good. 

That God has inftituted civil authority for 
the common good, is a full demonftration, that 
he utterly ,abhor§ that- tyranny and oppreflion, 
which is fo frequently prafiifed by the infoJent 
Rulers of the earth : His liencvolence is incenfed 
at the abufe of his gifts, and the perverGon pf 
thofe powers and talents which he has beftoj^ed 
upon magiftrates for the happinefsof his creatures. 
Rulers, who mifapply their authority for their 

perfonal 



pcrfonal advantage, and ufp the force of the 
State, to feed their ambition and reyeiige, or 
to gratify the guilty paffions of minions and 
favmirites, at the expence of pubUck mifery, 
are Angular objelts of l5ivine refentment, and a 
ftrange puni^i^ment is prepared for- them by the 
righteous Avenger^, No ma^ has authprity from 
God for partial advantage, biit for the com- 
mon good. And while God fuffer* fuch rulers 
to hold dominion among men, he utterly ajahors 
the. injufiice and wickednefs of their adminiftra- 
tions ; he will bring to fwift. defiirudion thefe 
haughty oppreffors of the njnipns, and proportion 
his plagues to their violence, and to the forrbws 
which they have produced to their fellow men. 
He will eventually ftiew his power, and make htis 
wrath known in their Wonderful perdition. 

But let none imagine, that God has no gracious 
purpofes to anfwer by an iniquitous adminiftra- 
tion of civil g;overiiment. Infatxable oppreffors, 
bloody conquerors and imperial butchers, are of 
ufe in the fcheme of Providence, to correct a;nd 
amend the revolting tribes of men. While they 
make the earth to tremble, and turn fruitful fields 
into a defolate wildernefs, they are the meflengdrs 
of divine difpleafure, the rod of God's anger, and, 
the ftaff of his indignation, againft an hypocritical 
*' and 



and rebellious people. If a wife and merciful ad» 
xniniftration will hot correct the diffolutenefs of an 
obdurate people, God fcourg^s them with the 
ftings of fcorpions,' with the relentlefs cruelty and 
atabition of unprincipled tyrants. Such' difpen- 
fatibns are neceffary, both to reclaim the difobe- 
dient, and as an eiample of retributive juftice up- 
on the incorrigible, that others may fhun the rocfcs 
on which they fplit. 

God's judgments are full of mercy. That 
greateft temporal calamity which men experience, 
an unrighteous adminiftration of civil power, has 
yet a gracious mixture of compaffion, and tends to 
make perfed the fcheme of Providence. 

But a good and equal adminiftration of govern- 
ment, is a bleffing to the comttiunity in a different 
fenfe» The enjoyments and tranquility of fubjed& 
are fecured by the protection of rulers. To ad- 
vance general happinefs, to fecure property, to in- 
creafg.true, rational liberty,- and to preferve the 
lives of men,, are' the original purpofes for which 
dvil laws and magiftrates are ordained byheaven. 
The Supreme Ruler has given to magiftrates no 
warrant tfo piirfue unequal or partial meafures ; to 
coi^ultperf(nial or family intetefts j nor to fofter 

the 
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the wIQies ancipurfuits o£ cringing favo.urites.— 
The fwprd of the ftate is not cpmipitted to thpij:! 
for the exclufiv.e a4vant3,ge of particular fdcietiet^ 
or clafles of rncn. To pcompte the general gobd,^ 
to cherilh, virtue, and tq diffufe joyous prpfperity 
through, the ^srhttlfi cpipmunityj are the ends fpr 
wjiich God has exalted them tp power* And they, 
may'purfue the iWterefts of individuals, only in;, 
conlifte'ncy withf the public benefit. The defign 
oftteir inftitution', is to encourage virtue, to p^- 
tecl goodmeni tb'fcpwnuponthe. cpurfesofth^ 
mdk^di, and toii;eprefs that fratutandinjuftice, b^'- 
whiadhi.appridrgr'&'Coiifttme'the Mthful of thela^nd,'. 
and devouE- tJje wid©w and him who ha,tb no 
helper, . , . , 

O u R i^tpoiie ivouldf ' teach tfe ; ;civil aiithority', ■ 
tilat tlie great objeAs of their careV are to cherifli^ 
vasEttte, and; extirpate: vice ; tp avenge public atid« 
indixid^ wrpngs. j to curb the ex<:effes p£ felfiih' 
a:varice. and TotiWAeTb, and to &)flier that philan-' 
tfeiiopy 2m.d JBitegrky^ by which. alone, nations can' 
be buikiup aajd^ieftajbliflted. An^ they- would dp' 
well tp retnetnbef, that not pnly tfie general wel- 
flire^ §1 -the cpm«mnity is a prinoipa;^ otg[e<Sb with all 
rtiler^; who piEfu©: the end of their appointment, 
but that Gpd requires pf them, a eonftant and' 

watchful 
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Watchful attention to the happiness of th^ cjj:^rch 
bfChrift; and for this pjain reafqn, thati||agi- 
ftrates caii in nd way Co fabftahtially promote the 
common gobd^ as by tonouring the 404^1:1063 aj|4 
followers 6f Jefus. Whatever jnfidel wits may 
dream to die contrary, Jefus Chrift is appointed 
by the Father loan univerfal kingdom. * For tb^ 
Father hath committed all judgment to tloe &o)ii \ And 
gave him to be bead over q.11 things to the X^hm-ch. ■ By 
him Kings reign, and at his pleafure he fets up and 
cafts down all human rule and authority. Ai^d 
thofe are flrort lighted politicians, who. pay no fpe- 
cial regard to Chrift; As the Governor of all 
States, he will be acknowledged Supteme, fitting 
in the afembHes of the mighty, and Judging among the 
Gods, States who have heard of* Qh^i^ and his 
exaltation, and give him no public acknpwledge- 
mentSi are profanely impious againft the Father 
and the Son, and may well ffear the w^nf th of the 
Lamb. Let rulers then receive, th^iic. power, as 
proceeding firom Chrift, and by folcmn teftimonie$ 
of refpeft to him and to his difciples, honowhim 
as their Sovereign : And thus ki/s the Son^ 7f2 A^ 
be angry and they perijh frdm the vjay* ■ They are 
ordained for the particular benefit of the Church, 
for the profperity of which", all the wheels of Pro- 

C vidssnc^j, 

* John, V4 ti. ' f Eph, i. 22, 
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videncc, and all the feVolutions of empire, havd 
been in motion from the morning of time It 
fhould lie iipoil the minds of rulers, efpecially of 
thoie who make a profeffion, that they believe the 
truth of the Chtijiidh religigriy to honoui* Chriftby a 
true profeMbn, and an anfwerable life, and by their 
immediate regards in all their adrniniftrations, to 
the profperity and dignity Of Chrift's family upoii 
earth. This Is God*s governing end in their ap* 
pointtoent to rule, that his children may lead peacea- 
ble and quiet It'vei in godline/s and honejly. It is a 
g«Gfe ffliftake, an aiFront upon the- Lord of all 
worldsj to affirm^ that civil magiftrates have no- 
thing to do foi* the church of Chrift. Their para- 
mount Sovereign, has taught them, that they cafi^ 
jiot difcharge theit ciVil tfuft, without a diligent 
attention to his chuitch upon earths As well may 
the minifter of an earthly Prince alledgCj that he 
has nothing to do for the peace and dignity of 
his mafter's family^ as civil tillers can alledge, that 
^yhave no concern with the church, the family 
of the King of Zion. The magiilrates moft affi» 
duous and unwearied labours are due by his ap- 
fMsintment to the church of God. 

.^ Our attention is called under the next head^ 
to fpecify, 
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III. What ifje^fures t^C;«vil aiith^oritj^ fjlljft 
purfue, to an^r the end of their inftitution. 

The God of Heaven, who fejEtethup Kings, and 
femoveth Kings at his pleafure, gives to iiufers the^ 
kingdom, ftrength, power, and glory, for the be- 
nefit of his people. To anfvsrer this benevolent 
purpofe of Heaven, fliould be the magiftrates fifft 
employment, JHow this purpofe pi^y be moft ef- 
fefluaJly aijfwgred is pur prefcnt enquiry. And 
here I fliall be indulged in feveral particulars. Apd 

I ft. To be the minifter of God for g^p^ the 
pil^ muft enterrain an ardent love for l^is people. 

Love is the main fpring ^ every interchange 
pf kind offices aniiongft meii. In po cafe has this 
pi vine principle a more efficacious operation, than 
when the ruler's heart is infpired with a pater- 
nal affedioi^ towards his fubjcfls. To be the fa- 
ther of his p?ople, \s: thie magiftrate's dignity : 
This conftitutcs his neareft conformity tp qur uni- 
yerfal Parent : This will atiimate him to profecute 
the common happinefs, under all temptations, and 
in feafons of the moft preffing trials and difficul- 
ties : Without this, he will faint under the ,^eif- 
verfenefs and ingratitude of his people, wheh they 
oppofe his labours for their good, and ill requite 
his faithful and painful fervices for national efta. 

blifliment 
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blifliment and profperity. ,Loye animated the patl. 

ence and pcrfeverafice of Mofts, to plead for Ifrael 

in their numerous rebellions, andfiAaJly to pledge 

his ow# profperity, for their falvation, when he 

prayed that God would fpare them, altho' to vindit 

cate his jufticejVfhould blot him out of his book; 

that is, cut'him off from a narpc and inheritance 

aitvqng the tribes of the Lord, in the land of promife. 

*S.^" ■ .■ ■ ■ . '••'.■• 

This noble affeaion ' filled David with all the 

agonies of diftrefs, and the importunity of prayer, . 

that Godwbtild fpdrethe fhe^^ of his 'flock, from ■ 

thefword of the/' deftroyirig Ahgel^ which Awis 

drawn over Jerufalem. This fo:f tined Nehemlah; 

tp a Ijfe of felf-denial, ; confli'cfc apd danger, while. 

he built the city of his father's fep^lchres. And 

this will g\f^ ^n^rgy to the endeavours of all rrai 

giftrates for the ' p^bfp^it;^ bC'their; brethren, and 

make thefm- to efteem diligence, watchfulnefs, per-. 

fpnal expence, felf-denial, continual 'humiliatlo^i 

a^d-fupgUcation before' God, but reafonable and 

p|cafan|. fervice^: for .the public benefit. That 

h^^jU3|^ iprC^e their profperity, the ruler muft 

cultivate 2^ tender ;ind bepevolept affection ■ for bii^ 

people, Againj ■ J'. ■* •;• 

2dly, To b§ God's niiriifter for gopd, the ruler 

njuft karn tJie chtira^'er? arid inter eft of his people. 

• . , Ignorant 
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Ignotiant and uninformed Stateftnen, how- 
ever ht)neftin their intentions, can do very little 
fdr the hajpinefs of the conirnunity. Their limit- 
ed vifews create Ideal 'prejudices, and fubjeft them 
to the'artlficesof iriterefted politicians. While a 
■part of the community make undue advantages 
of their ignorant miflnanagemeht, the body lan- 
guifties and withers tway for want of eounfel, 
energy and UQJforjhity in the civil adminiftra^ 
tlon, |t t.onperns rTjler?, therefore, to be well ac- 
quainted with the' tempers, capacities, views and 
interefts o|"the citi;?ens,in '^Uparts of their govern- 
ment, that they may adapt their adir.iniftration to 
the advantage of the wholcj without material in- 
iury to individuals, ' Rulers unacquainted with 
the interefts of t1i«'fevei"al profeffions, 'and the re- 
putation and capacities of the principal cfiarafters, 
\vill ittake grievous miftakcs-iii government, by 
cortliriing their labours to a narrow circle, and by 
loling "the fervices pf the moft fiijtable men in the 
community. What is more prepofterous, than 
for rulbrk to exert their influehce and authority, 
for the'partial intereffi of the't^rrltory iij their vi- 
cinity,' to mafc^ tlic'in'tereft of one clafs or pro- 
fefllo'n yield to the avarice and' ambition of an- 
other ; to be a ftickler for this or that facliort in 
the State ? A ruler Ihould have an enlarged heart, 

a 
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a noble, w^ll-iaftni£le4 mind ; able to comprehen4 
the characters and interejls of his brethren, and difr 
pofed, with a generovg impartiality and difFufive 
benevolence, to fpeak pe;ace to all his feed. And for 
this end he muft ftijdy the difpofitions, the employ-, 
.ments, the weakneffes and abilities, ^nd the fub- 
ftantial interefts of all |iis fubjefts. This ^now^ 
ledge IS elTentially reqiiifite to be an ufefiil and 
reputable magiftrate. Again, 

3clly, To be a minlft^ for good to the people, 
the ruler iri'uft be inftrudi:ed in the political max- 
ims and laws of the State, in which he governs. 

The fafety of a people, efpecially of a free peo- 
pie, depends upon a facped adherence to the origi- 
nal principles of their government. When thofe 
principles are difregarded, every bleffing is infe, 
cure, and thie. adminiilration degenerates into an 
arbitrary defpotifm. Therefore rulers ihould un- 
derftandthe fyftem pf laws, and thofe forms , of 
a.dminiftration,^to which the people are accwftomed, 
and conform themfelves to thofe original princi- 
ples ; then they will.have a ,lme of .contjiid in 
their office, and the people will knpw what to ex- 
pect from thiem. As a generjdknojvledge pf civil 
policy is necelfary to make an acco}npliJhe4 ruler, fo 
a thorough acquaintance with their own ftate po- 
licy, 



[ n ] 

iicf, is neceftary to m^e a teleraAie oAt. When 
ignorance is in place, the people will mourn, and 

r 

folly and wickednefs be exalted on every fide. It 
was ah eflential qualification for g^overnment in 
Solomon, * That God had given him tjul/dom attd 
targehejs of hearty very mUtbi even as the fund vfon 
ihefea-Jhore<. ^ Wo t« tbee^ land, when thy King is d 
Mid. The curfe of igiiorant uninformed rulers, ia 
taught us by thte prophet Maiah, J And I will give 
thildren to be their Princes, and babes Jhall rule ever 
them : As for my people, childred are their epprefors^^ 
und woman rule over them : O my people, they which 
lead thee, caufe thee to err. i^nd faith Solomon, 
§ The Prince that wanteth uAderftdnding^is alfo a gredt^ 
bpprejor. But by wifdom atid underfianding the 
throne is efiabliflied j and the expedaiJbns of the 
people are richly gratified' No maq therefore, 
fhould undertake to rule amongil men,, until he v^ 
fully inftrudled into the civil conftitution and Uws 
■ of the community, where he is to govern. Agaioj, 

4thly; To promote iht public good, rulers^ mu^ 
be confcroAiled in all their meafures, by truth and 

integrity. ' 

For wifdoni withoat integrity, will fijon degC' 
nerate infto cunning and artifice, by which the in- 
terefts of the Comoniaity will fall a priey to th^fe 

: who 

* I Kings, iv. 29. f Ecclef. i. 16. 

X Kaiah, iii, 4, 12. jf'FfOT. xzviii, 16. 
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who flioiild be their friendly proteftofs. A magi-i 
firate without truth and fincerity, is the fnWre and 
perdition of hig fubjecls. All po^Ver Ihould be 
founded in truth, both in the attainment and exer- 
cife of it. * The lip of ttuth jhall he ejiahlijhed for^ 
ever : but a Iftng tongue is but far a moment- \ Excels' 
lent fpeecb becometh not afoaU much. Ihfs do.lfm^ lips a 
prince. An adminiftration founded in truth and 
righteoufnefs j will bear the teft of fcrutiny : and 
meafures dictated by honefty, fhall come forth ap- 
proved and profperous in the end : • while the du-s 
plicity of deceitful politidans Ihall perifli, and in- 
volve both rulers and fubjects in the fnares of per- 
plexity and ruin. All men, cfpeciaily all leading 
men, carry their meafures with the moft fuccefs 
and reputation, when they profecute them with 
fimple uniformity and honeft fiiicerity. It fliould 
therefore be the firft objeft with him who rules 
over men, to be juft, to be true iri his adminiftra- 
rions : not having a ttiyftcribus fyftem of delil- 
fion to deceive others into his fraudulent inten- 
tions. 

To gain the confidence of their fubjeds, rulers 

muft be men upon whom they may fafely depend.' 

And ^■^ithout this confidence, fubjedts can derive 

very little advantage from government. Men in 

placej 
• ProT. xiir 19, f Pjov. xvii. 7, 
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^]ace, therefore, im^ft, make, declarations and pro- 

mifes ftri<5lly juft and clearly intelligible, and by 

adhering to them, the fubjc£l muft inow what to 

txpefl from authority. Rulers, to be ufeful, milft 

deal fairly andhon^ly with Ihe people '; diftribute 

equal juftice ; protect them from wrongs, and 

pianifh Injuries with iriVegf ity and decilion : nbt 

leave honefl men the prciy of fraud. 
■ ■ • ' ^ i. J .>, . . . , ■. .. 

It is a .fad time, when rulers are fo inattentive to 

Juftice and ver^acity, that truth falleth in the ftreets, 
and he who departeth from iniquity, maketh him- 
fcif a prey. Qood rulers make fair proinifes arid 
Jceep them, and are exemplary in fulfiling con- 
tracts. TThe niagiftrate who defrauds his fubjeds, 
will have a poot' face to puniih individuals \<rh6 
defraud one another. Do rulers wifh to be jpub- 
lic blemngS'?. then let them keep good the piiblic 
faith, fuftain tj^e credit of the fta^tt and pay 
punctually the public contrafts. 'J his will give 
"energy to government, eftabliih the influence and 
credit of authority, and teach the people that up- 
rJ^hthefs and veracity, bjr which alone the various 
irtembers of fociety can be elofely cemented. A 
diffembler and a cheat among individuals, is a bafe 
charadter ; and a fraudulent adminiftration o£go- 
vcrnment, is a charadler as much more deteftible, 

as the mkmber and authority of the rulers exceed 

D one 



tfne irrdividual. Some have aded as though d 
fraud or falfehbod might be loft in the numher 
of partners, or be landified by great and powerful 
names :^ But he who fitteth in the Heavens, will 
ma»|f eft, their error, and prove,** tkat lying lips^are 
an abomination to the Lard, that they are but for a mo-' 
ment, that the feet of unrighteous rulers ftand in 
flippery places ; and when the good man feeth 
their end, he Ihall fuddenly curfe their habitation. 
Does the ruler wifli to be ufeful and reputable ? 
Let him be a true and honeft man. 'W'ould he 
involve hiiBfelf and the community in infamy 
and perplepty? Let him be unequal in his admi- 
niftrajions ; let his performances contradict his pro- 
mifes ; by falfe weights and falfe m,(?^l'ures of juf- 
tice and equity, let him fjrame iniqijiity by law, and- 
teach the Lord's people, tp tranfgrefs. Again, 

jthly, Tql rule welJa' the magiftrate muft cul- - 
tivate habits of induftry and frugality. 

Rui^ERS have fo iinuch to do, that they h^ve no , 
time to lofe. An, indolent ruler, like the ufelefe . 
and unwieldly drone, devours the honey which, 
others have gathered.. He confumes the people's 
tribute without earning it. The. fupport whicb^ 
'-• ■•- fubjeds- 

* Prov. iii. 22. 
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fubjeSs fiiQuld liberally furnifh for the mainten- 
ance of gqvernment, rulers- flionJkJ merit by their 
diligent fervices. And while they carefully avoid 
avarice in witholdiftg expencesfor the public good, 
it concerns them to ufe the revenues of the State, 
with oeconomy, that no part of the public treafure 
be applied, to ijfelefs andtrifiUng purpofes. , Cp- 
, vetoufnefs aild prodigality are both mifchievous 
'vices in rulers, and they fiiould avoid each ex- 
jtrcrae, if they would be bleffirigs to the people. 

Indolent rulers will be othferways vicious. 
Idlenefs will cloud their minds and extingjiiflx the 
|xobler fenfations of the foul,, and the moft noxious 
weeds will fpring up in their place. By their, ex- 
ample, habits of idlenefs, intemperance, diffipation, 
gaming and profanenefs, like fome infeftioiis con- 
tagion, will fpread through all ranks of people. 
An en9rvate4» poor and contemptible people will 
be the confequence of an indolent and diffipated ad- 
miniftration of governiment. Such wicked rulers 
will rule over a poof /Worthlefs people |f the com- 
munity will fink into effeminacy, ^ependance and 
w^r'etchddnefs. It becomes the magiftrate then to 
be a man of bufinefs, not a man of pleafure ; to 
be attentive to his office, and painful in his exer- 
tions for the common good. Thus fhall his ex.- 

*'. ample 
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ampl^, recommend hardinefs, patience, frugality 
and felf-defli^l tb his fubjecbs,' and through the pre;- 
valence of thefe virtues/they fhallbe able to meet 
the eneMy in the gate, and rife with luftre amipng 
the nations. ' It was the maxim of a Grecian 
Prince, worthy to be adopted by the Chrifiian ixii- 
giftrate, li- 'ill become} a Statefman, tojleep all nights 

,TnE vintT^e? of ind.uilry, apd. well -Judged ffugar 
lity, aj? the fypport of republicari governments, 
and are therefore peculiarly requilite in their civi^ 
authority, who bytheir example,'ihould teach the 
peo|>le habits of diligence, hafdinefs and cecono- 
my, riot tb cohfume, according tb the baneful cuf- 
tofrisof our republics, in diffipation arid luxury^ 
rhilchmore than we eafa by our fabour: and in- 
duftry/ Again, 

,, 6thly, To anfwer, the purpofe of their inftith- 
tion, civU rulers mufl protect good citizens, .and 
punifli the wicked., 

,,The fcripture.characler of rulers is. That they 
are- not a terror to good'worksi but tp the cvjl. ■ Power 
is grofsly abufed and perverted, when widced citi- 
zens are' fofter'ed.and'protecled by authority. God 
has' ordained rulers to avenge the wrongs ofinjuf- 
tice arid op'prcfUon, and the violences of fedition 
and' Rebellion. It is onn- when ba-d men are in au- 
thority. 



thority, that vile men 'are -exalted and fcreCnfcd 
ft-omjuftice. No favour or Friendfliipi riof' relatioii 
or connection with rcse^irf: power, fliou^d cover 
the wicked from'pf6hifhihenti -Kulers are to exe- 
,tute the Jaws : And: the Jkws 4rc made for the 
^awl€^ and difobedient^ > ^llddays.of juftice,th6 
exemption from chaftifemcat,' which, corrupt eki- 
jzens. ;5;eceive,.jui bft;qMivg-|he peiee^and violating 
the ordinances of'iuftiee, is a fore malady in the 
State, and proves . that the ; head is fick and the 
heart faint. Good magiffifateSjj by their influence, 
fupprefs imniqrality, and every trart(greffion of re- 
lative luftice. God command's it; and faithful 
fubjefts have a claim upon theit nilefs, to be pro- 
teftedfrom fraud and oppreffion, to have the laws 
execiited, their perfons, their liberty and- proper- 
ty protefted,' from the depredations of defigning 
and unprincipled men. ; And the magiftriate who 
cioes not endeavour to.puiiifh' and reclaim, or ut- 
terly to purge from the §tate wicked and difoi^e- 
dient fubjefts, forgets the main d^fign of his ex'- 
aitation. And when^ood men are left to the fear 
and danger of lofiflgtheir privileges aridpolJiifnon.s, 
they are fa'dly negledied ; an<j^ the Go.d of.IJea.- 
ven, will avenge their quarrelagaipft fuch flothful 
and unrighteous' magil\ratcs. .To let the wicked 

■' ' ■■■'' go 
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go unpuQiik^t^. and the righteous Jive without- 
protje<^qil, is both a contemptible weaJknefeand. a 
fcau4alousAy^ickeidne%, in authority. *For itfiould 
be an aJ>e/i4i\a^vQ<_ito Kings, to ^/g wkkednefs, and the 
throne is £ft(ib\ify^ by rightvpufy^. -j- Rightepufi^efs 
ejifaltefh a nation f bmjii^js tf)e ripfrotixh.ofany.people. 
\,Jfethatj,ufkifiet.b the wicked, andhjeibat condevineth 
the. jujly even they , ^(^h are abomination tq tjje, cord. 
I'of this end rulers wait upontheir W9rk to mak? 
a clear. diflinxSticaibetween the juft and theuajuit ; 
and it is an iUuftrious, difplay of .beneyplepce, to 
oyer-wh^tei, incorrigible offenders ,by the arm of 
powpr, and raife to fafety and hono>ui- the faithful 
of the lapd.. It is a precept grounded upon mo- 
ral reafons, and. confequently of perpetual obliga- 
tion,— r§ The man that will do pre/umptuot(/Iy and will 
pot hmrken, uifto the ^riejl, which Jlandeth th^re tq 
viintfter beforet^ Leifdthy God, or unto the judge, even 
th^t man Jhqll die ; and thoujhall put away, the evil 
frmyr^eh .The State muft employ punifliments 
adequate to the Xuppreffion of vice, and rewards 
commenfura^e to the encourafffement of virtue and 
fidelity: And thejuler who permits the rod of 
the jcjicls^d to reft upon th? lot of the righteoug 
is-difobei^ient to God, and an enemy to his peo- 
P^- , 'f.' 4p|pj ' 7thly. 

* Prov. zvi. 12. f IVov. xiv. 34. 

t PrOT. xvii. 15. § Deut. xvii. 12. 
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jibiy. Rulers, to be minifters ofGod for good, 
muft be men of religion. ■ ■ 

Ai^L chriftian graces are of immediate wfe in the 
adminiftration of government. And, as rulers rp-" 
celve tHeir ordination from God, lie expects that' 
as fervants they honour him, and obey his Son 
Jefus Chrift, as their lie^e Lord. Since religion, 
furniihes men with thofe excelling gifts arid good 
difpofitioris, which qualify them to govern, fo tliey 
can never cultivate faith and piety with, too care-^ 
ful an affiduity. Their fuccefs in office, and thtit 
ufefulnefs .among their fubjefts, depend primarily 
upon the. Divine prefence and bleffing. There- 
fore they Ihould he men of exemplary fj^ith m , 
their King and Saviour^ and not lean unto their , 
own underftanding. That illnftrious magiftrate. 
Nehemiahj.thouffht.it a moft elteritial qualification 
in his brother Hananiah', to take charge ovef 
Jerufalem* * Becaufe Mwas a faithful man and' feared^ 
God Above mam. Maeriftrates ihould' tie * men of 
ptayef, that God ma^^ dwell witli them and 'di*" 
rd£V their coiinfels. ' They fhbuld be"acctiftoiiied'! 
to appear before God in' the poflure of fuppliants, 
that he would enlighten their igttorance, ajidprof- 
pef their exertions. llQ'ohe'have more heed of 
wifdoiii, than they j and to whom Xadula "they "ap- 

> ~ ply 

* Neh. vii. 2. 



ply but to him who givei^p all men liberally, and tip- 
braideth not. Would they ^ honoured by the obe- 
dience of their fubiefts ? Let them obtain this ho- 
nour by obeying God, by lives of temperance, fo- 
briety and a beqoiping gravity. !; Like their bleff^ 
e'd Mafteri let thfem be' nieek. Humble and gentle 
towards all rheh j like him, love righteoufnefs and 
hate iniquity, be conftant, watchful and fervaiit id 
duty, bearing the fofrows, and relieving the dif^ 
treffes of their fellow tnenj \i\;:&\ivca. goabout doing 
good. It is incumbent ilpoh them,tO honor Chrift irt 
his inftitutions, fetting a pattern before their bre- 
thren of family religion, refolvirig with the pious 
and valiant Jolhua, That as for us and pur houfd§i 
we will fcrve the Lord ; attending^uhifpirmly lipoh 
the 6rdmanc6s of public worlhip, hallowing God's 
Sabbaths, and revei'encing his (ancluary, atte;ntive- 
ly waitiing upon the difpeiifation of the gofpel. 
^rom rulers we may well expect fubmiflion to all 

. t .,..■;-■'. ...... .1 

God*s commandment's, and that they cherifh the 
appointed means of diiFuiSing chriftiah knowledge^ 
and by honouring Chrift's minifters and followers^ " 
become nurjing fathers to tb£ Church, Some have 
thought that religion is no important part oi a 
ruler's chafaiaer : It is true, that rulers without / 
religion are to be obeyed. But when itis.confi- 

dered 
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derefl that they are made ruleirs ultimately for the 
good and profperity of the Church, we muft cen* 
fui'e thofe for their ignorance or irreligion, -who 
adopt a maxim fo pernicious to civil fociety, and 
embarraffing to the interefts of virtue and morali- 
ty. "Without religion, rulers have no God, unto 
whom thisy may repair and expect his blefling up- 
oik their adminiftration. God is not with them, 
and when his prefence is withdrawn, darknefs and 
perplexity will fill their paths with fnai-es aiid ad- 
verifity. Immoral and ungddly rulers m.ay affeft 
courtefy, affability and patriotiffti to gaih popula- 
rity ; but they have no moral principle uj^dh which 
the public may depend, and too ofteii hive they 
ptoVed* the fcourge of the community, and thfe 
rod of God's indignation againft a profane or hy- 
pocritical people. Therefore \fre lay it do«?ft as a 
qualification of great moment to the State, that 
magiftrates be men of pfety, who have a goverii- 
ing regard to the glory of God, and a warm afTec- 
lion for the gofpel of Chrift. Such are the feriti- 
ments avptved in out form of ^o<rernment, which 
requires the great officef-S of gbvernmient, before 
they enter upon their tfuft, to declare their be- 
lief of the Chriftian religion, as the religion taught 

fromH^atefl, for thehappinefs and falvation of loft 
Then. Again, 

E Bin] J, 
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8thl.y, To influence, .them to a ufeful difctiarge, 
of their trijft, it is important, that rulers keep in 
mind their moit^ity and their future account be- 
fore the bar of G.od. 

* IhavefdVd^ ye are Gods : and all of- you are chil- 
dren of the Mofi High. . Buty£fhall die like men. Like 
therr brethren of the duft they fhali go to the 
grave,' the hovfe' appointed for all the living: To 
death fuce^eds their folemn account at the tribu- 
nal of the fon of man, who will judge the fecrets of 
meri according to our gafpel. The wife, the great 
and the mighty of the earth, will ftand before the 
impartial judgement-feat, upon a level with the 
defpifed and indigent of their fubjects. At that 
iblemn hour when the opinions of men fhall be 
lighter than the duft of the balance, and the flat- 
tering tongue fliall be put to perpetu-al filence, 
when the judgment fliall be the Lord's and fhall bp 
adminiftered without refpect of perfons, the en- 
quiry will be, not whether we have been great in 
the earth, enjoyed the applaufes of our fellow 
worms, and exercifed dominion among the fons 
of the duft : but whether we have filled our ftati- 
on, kept in view our laft account, and prepared 
matters for our acquittal at the folemn trial. Ru- 
lers fliould remember that their reward will be in 

exaft- 

* Pfalm, kxxij. 6 7, 
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exaffc propostion to their benevolence and fidelity, 
not according to their power and authority. ; and 
that their punifliment will not be alleviated by 
any inftances of prefent impunity from the impo- 
tence of human juftice : but according Xq their 
floth and luj^ury, their wantonnefs and ambition, 
their oppreiEon and avarice, fuch will, be their re- 
tribution from the fentence af the Lord of Sa-r 
baoth, who hears thegnosans of injured anrd neglect- 
ed fubjeftsj and has prepared a ftrange punifli- 
pient for the haughty oppreflbrs of the earth, 

Were this day of retribution, which wJllfoon 
overtake us all, duely realized by magiftrates, how 
could they fail to difcha^ge with affiduity and 
care their facred truft, aijd to be in earneft to be- 
come minifters of God for good, to the people ? 
Having ftated the methods, by which; rulers may 
ahfwer the benevolept purpofes of Heaven in their 
appointment, it concerns us under the laft general 
Jiead, - 

IV. To ppint put the obligations of fubjecfes tck 
the civil authority. 

It is the^prerogativeof a free people t.g appoint 
men from among their bcethren>to,rule over them. 
It is their duty and only fecurity to ufe this, prero- 
gative withdifcretion and fidelity, * not tifing their 

m' IfberH 

* I Pet, I'i. 1 6^ 
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liberty as a cloakof7ualicioufnefs,but as thefevoants ofGqd^ 
They areioequired to look out from among them, 
ckofen andifaithful men, who know the times, men 
of ffRfhaken integrity and fortitude, of infjp^'^y^'^^ 
tetpperanc^jwho iove their n^tion,and a?e e?;amples 
of g«ntlenefi; and piuianthropy, v^ko fear GeJ and 
hatec-o'uetoufnefs. WJben they have appointed their ru- 
lers, both obHgationa^nd in tereftyequire them to bein 
jftibjeclion to thena^ as the ordinance ,of Qod 5 and 
under thera td lead peaceable and quiet lives, in 
all godlin^fs aa^ Jionefty. They JSiould ftrengthei^ 
ti\5,-hapds,fpf; their rjilers in the work of goyern- 
Jine^t, treat with liberality their adminiftrations, 
^ud ftudiouljy avoid % inean fpirit of jealoufy and 
iUfpipion, th^t bape gf fociety ji^d jleftr^^idion of 
public bj^ffings, A haughty, ynyielding and mur- 
muring rdifpofition,. is, the infamy of fybj^edls, and 
will prove their eve»J;i;i^l ruin fronn th.e juflice. 
pf;Qod, vfha wiys; that: h,is prdin^pces be refpeded 
by men. They whu defpife government, are pre-, 
fumptuousyfelf-wilkd, and are net afraid tofpeak evil 
of dignities, dndfpeak evil of things which they know 
not, have little fenfe of their duty to magiftrates, 
are difturbers of the public peace,, and fhall utterly 
p'prifb in tbnr own corruption. ;* The word of infpi- 
ratibn teitifiesto us the -^ill.of Chrift, refpeding 
the obligations of iiibjeGls. to civil authority. It 

is 
% II. Pet. u. 10, 12; 
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kit leading 4uty, That fubj eels, pray for thfiij 
riijers, and ofFer up in public and private, ackiXQW- 
ledgements for the, bjeflings of goyernp3ent, and 
luppliqations for Divine favour upon the civil 
adminiftration. Saith the Apoftle, * I exhort 
therefore J that firji of all, fupplications, prayers, inter- 
ferons and giving thanks, be mad/ for all men. For 
Kings and for all that are in authority ; that we may 
live a peaceable and quiet life, in all godlinefs and 
honefiy. For this is good and acceptable in theftght 
of God. our Saviour. It is a Divine injunction, 
f Submit yourf elves, to every ordinance of .man for the 
Lord's fake ; whether, it be unto the King as fupreme, 
or .unto Governours as unto them that are fent by hint 
far the punifbment of ev'\l doers, and for the praife of 
them that da well. For it is the will of God, that with 
well doing, ye put tofilence the ignorance offooUfh men. 
Fecir God, honour the King. If kingly governmenl: 
defervcs fuch confcientious obedience, how uiuc|i 
snore does a free government deferve it ? It i^ 
required of Chriftian minifters to iijiculca^e this 
duty upon their hearers. | " Put them in mind to be 
fubjed to principalities and poivers, to obe.y magifirates, 
to be. ready to every good, work. AlU who hope in his. 
mercy, qnd would be faved by the righteoufnefs 
of Chrift, muft inaitatc that example of fubmiflion 
to civil authority, which in his life lie hath fet 

# before 

* I Tim. ii. i, z,%. f i Pet. ii. 13, t Titus, iii. r,. 
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before ' them ; not by, ambition and turbulent 
pafEons, difturb the quiet 'of faciety ; not by tu- 
mults and fedition augment the miferies of this 
miferable world. Men who have not a tempiSjr 
of fubordination, are not charitable, humble and 
quiet in t^^eir demeanor, are poorly qualified for 
heaven. Men who refi,ft lawful authprity, and 
are enga,ged in tumults aijd cpnfufion, may be fit 
for, the realms of anarchy, darknefs anddefpotifm j 
but without repentance they fliall never behold 
the feats of the bleffed, where every man is cOn- 
tent with his ftation. Do we wifli for prefent 
fecurity and'enjoyirient, for national ftrength and 
dignity ? Do "v^e wiih to behold the feats of th$ 
bleued ? Then we muft obey magiftrates* 

I HAVE finished my doctrinal obfervati'ons ; may 
I be indulged in fome praftical refleftions, and,, 
fundry cuffoi^y obfervations upon the prefent 
fituation of this Commonwealth, and the methods 
which Go,d requires to be purfued for reftoring 
and lengthening out our tranquility, and then 
conclude with addrelT^s fuited to this important 
pccafioh. , As I havfi endea.voured in the whole, 
fo in this branch of difcourfe I would with to fpeak 
with the vnfettered fre^m of a Servant of that 
Princje, who/e Kingdom is not of this 'i^'&rld. 
-■ " T This 
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This country, was planted by men of fingular 
J)iety, of whom the old world was not worthy. 
God found them a refuge from the oppreffion. of 
civil and ^iritual. tyranny. Having planted, he 
proteded them from the moft prafling dangers; 
Often hath he delivered them by figns^and wonders, 
and by an out-ftretched arm. In fome feeble mea- 
fure our Forefathers lived worthy of the Divine 
care over them, and by grateful obedience ac- 
knowledged the falvations wrought for them. 
But their children forgat his benefits, and by ir- 
teligion atid fenfualityi by diflipatibn and luxery, 
by vt^brldlinefs and pride, they provoked the Holy 
bne of Ifrael, to threaten them with the lofs of 
thofe privileges arid bleflings, which he had fo 
richly beftovired, , and they had fo unthankfully 
abufedi 

Many have celebrated the virtues^ and confi- 
dently predifted the riling glories of the American 
States. But while we continue bur provocations, 
we may do well to enquire. Whether thefe flat- 
tering panegyrifts do notjpeakp us/mootb things y and 
prop hefy deceits ? Would not the iublime prophet 
Ifaiah addrefsu&in another fiile ? * " Hear Oheavem, 
and give ear earth .'for the Lordh^thfpoken. I have 
nourijhed arkd brought up childreuy and they have 

rebelled ^ainji me. 4h ftnful nation, a people lad^n 
' ' ' • "with 

Ifaiah i. 2, 4. 
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wtih iniqufyy, 'hfee'd of eifil idokrt, chiidre'^ ihat are 
'cWv^pWrsyiheyhhiJeforfakeh the Lord, they hatJi pto- 
volied the Holy O^e of Ifrdel Unto iinffsri they have^iiie 
^dwity Ijifckward. Becauffe the Lord Vi^aS wroth ■^^ith 
liis het-itage, he did of latfe raife Tip advetfaries 
'uh'tb thefti of their brethren. The Britifli parlia- 
iiieht, in fupport of a gtoiifrdlefs dalith, levied afl 
iihnaturkl War againft us, and afftrmcd without 
■warrant to Be the Higher Powers in our goVern- 
"iiiehis. 

By, the will of God, and the direftion of his 
ordinance, our eivil authority, to whom our firft 
aillegiknce was due, We were called to contend for 
our jioffeffibns, our liberties and our lives, even 
Unto blood. Long and diftr effing was'the confli£V. 
In the confufions of war, and efpecially in the 
perplexities of fuch a war, in which the minds of 
the people were divided as to their duties of alle- 
giance, order arid government Were effenlially 
injured amongfl: us, and that fpirit of fubordi- 
nation and loyalty, which was before habitual, was 
nearly loft, and for a feafon we were threatened 
with all the miferies of that people,' who have ho 
magiftrate to put them in fear. But in the feiifdn 
of our declienfibns, He who reiriembereth mercy 
for his {)eople, interpofed for our help, and in 
due time wdained peSce fot ug. But i^ nothing 

was 
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tiras his grace more remarkable, than in leading, us 
out of a diftempered ftate of partial anarchy into a 
ftate of order and government; He gave us laws 
and teftitiionies right and good, a civil conftitution 
perhaps. the rtioft perfedl in the world, which is 
^he fecurity. of good citizens, the admiration of 
the wife, and the envy of tyrants : To which if 
if we ftridly adhercj we cannot in a politicalfenfe, 
fail df being a happy people* 

SmcE this mercy df oiir God upon tis, in favihg 
tis from the evils of vs^^ar, and plucking us from 
the confufions ofaharchyj we have walked un- 
ivorthy df his great goodnefs. We ftng his praifeS^ 
but foori forgot his benefits. We have conti-nued 
to indulge thofe folli(is and dxceffesi for which he 
had already chaftized us. While deeply in- 
volved in debt, oUr diftempered paffiofffor thS 
fafliions of luxurious and affluent nations,' plung- 
ed us into, our former prodigality and uhpro- 
fitable expfinces. Inftead of applying ourfdves 
td difeharge the claims of public and private cre- 
ditors, atld thus to Vindicate our honour and 
ihdependence, we employed the iriches of our foil 
Inpurchafing the trappings of an exotic drefs, and 
in indulging our vitiated appetites in fhe lErxpenfive 
produftions of diftant regions j and thus are we 
become thf fervants of foreigners, andftrangers 
F rule 



rule over us. Poor and dependent, our minds are 
enervated to the purfuits of national freedom and 
dignity. ' And /yet reftlefs tinder the unavoid'able 
preffure of our follies,we are little inclined to fatisfy 
dhr creiiitors, ctnd pay the price of our beloved 
diflipation. ' Like the prodrgal,exhaufted arid \vorn 
down by riot, we" complain of our pains and em- 
barraffinents, aild idly refolv^' into a grievance, 
that poverty, from x'p'bicii- no created power but 
6ur own canfave us. Jadedby our vices, indigent 
through profufe living, rendered untraceable by 
long; exemption froHj the reftraints of hurijan and' 
Divine lavps, and pfoud in i licentious liberty, that 
fore-runiier of defpotifm, we have become reftlefs 
ande-ii^ineGeflfary burdens, and v«th a miftaken 
refentment, have complaihed- of public req.uifitions 
as the fource of our. forrows and, perplexities. 
Lavifli eicpqiices have made us poof, and, a tem- 
per riot duly, fubordinate, has turned «ur com- 
plaints from Our own follies^ againft oiir Pathers, 
our bdBb friends and benefaftors.. How many of 
Hs have laboured to free ourfelves from the ne- 
eeffary bujrdens of publi:c and private debts, that 
vl^e might obtain a wider fcope foi:,-the ind,ulgenGe 
of appetites, which it were much better to mortify? 

Will the enquiry be thought iminodeft, when 

laffcj whether our wealthy and leading1;harafters, 

have 
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ijavc not been firft In this tranfgreffion ? Of ,the 
legillators of our republican government, w^ 
might have expecled effectual laws to difcourage, 
exceffes, by vi/^hich the citizens are fo certainly de- 
graded to a ftate • of fervility and dependence^ 
They knew better than theiy conftituents, the evil 
qf fuch exceffes. Might they not in due feafon, 
have erfcouraged induftry, temperance and fruga- 
lity, among the peojile ; laid reftriclions upon 
foreign luxuries, and made it as.neceffary as it was 
ufeful, for the people to produce the accommoda- 
fions qf life by their own labour, and iipoia th«ir 
own foil. And efpecially might no.t the exam- 
ples of men in power, and families of fafliion and 
affluence, in preferring the production? of our own 
fpuntry, to copimodities received from abroad, 
have produced the moft falutary eff^fts among all 
claffes of our citizens ? Such ^i^amples would have 
been more inflviential and authoritative, tha« a; 
whole code of commercial regulations. This i? 
orie of our \vomids j I mention it.freely,fincf Ihop^ 
in a good Providence, that pur rulers, o\ir public 
teachers and the multitude of our brethren, will 
think it important to apply themfelves, to a. radi- 
cal cure of the eviL For nothing kills the noble, 
Ijpirit of freeddnij like a ftate of dependence, which 

vsril\ 
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..will ever attend the folljr of fpending more than 
tve earn. Let our rulers" not merely in word, 
but in deed, by a laudable example, be firft in this 
matter, and teach republicans to be honeft, in- 
duftrious and frugal' in their* modes of living;. 
Then fliall fubftantial vv^ealth and independence be 
the joyous portion, of all claffes of our happy ci^ 
tizens. ' • 

That we have been tranfgreffors in many mo, 
ral apdChriftian duties, the God ofjudgementhath 
teftified, in the calamities brought upon tis. To. 
puniflj and to reclarai us, he hath fent among us 
the rod of his vifitation. * Shall there be evil in the 
city, and the Lord hath not done' it ? 

The laft year, 'a year ef^ually diftinguifhed for 
the gifts "of Provid'ehee, and for ciur unthankful-' 

iiefs and difobedience to human and Divine autho- 
rity, has been fruitful in new and perplexing evils. 
God has fuffered a fpirit of infurredtion andre- 
fiftance of lawfulauthority to rife up in this Com- 
monwealth. As a qorEjeaion from him, it is a 
righteous teftimony of his holy difpleafure ; as 
proceeding from man, perhaps an oppofition to, 
government, and a war agairift the community, 
has been feldoQi more wanton and unprovoked. 
' The 

* Aeqos, iii. 6. i ' 



I 45 1 

The objefts fought after, inthefe tumults, have 
^een of the moft faulty kind. One avowed en^ 
was to compel the Legiflatut-e, into an emiflionof 
a paper currency, to be a tender in payment of 
all public and priyatqcontrafts. A meafure wholly 
prepofterous, 'when the public ought to be dif- 
charging" their old obligations, and not contracting 
a new debt by borrowing money by an emiffion 
of paper ; a meafure, tota;lly unjuft, and as truly 
impolitic as to adpiinifter opiates" to cure a lethar- 
gy. The fauitinef^ of fuch violent attempts aroTc 
alfo from the utter impoffibility in the" prefent 
^ate of our affairs, that the Legiiflattire could 
make a promife upon their paper and keep • it j 
tliat is, they could never h'oiieftly redeem the 
jnoney, by faving it from a rapid depreciation, and 
making pilnclual payment. Such a meafure then, 
would have been a gi"ofs violation of comttiuta- 
tive juftice, the unwavering obfervance of which, 
is enjoined upon al) bodies of men under all pofli- 
l^lje circumftances. To endeavour, by hoftility . to 
compel the Legiflature into a meafure, which they 
wifely thought impolitic, and knew to be palpably 
unjuft, was an highhanded offqnce, and clearly 
proves, that multitudes were under the cloudy 
of God's anger ,and were fadly forfaken of reftrain- 
ing grace. JBut 
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' fBtiT the defign was filled •with other mifehiefs. 
It was to wreft from the Legiflature the power of 
governing ; from the tribunals of law the power 
of dtecreeing juftice ; and from the Executive, the 
cffential prerogative of carrying into effecl the 
Jasifs of the Commoni^ealth. Thus were our 
fotmdations to have been deftroyed. ^h,e declar- 
ed intentions of the m^le-eontents, and what they 
attempted by kvying an impious war upon their 
country, was to arreft thearm of government, an4 
feize the admiBiftration of a defpoti? rule intq their 
©wo Jbands ; to fap the foundations of our glori- 
ous coiifLitutipn, to change its effential forms, ,a^d 
thijs tq break down the barriers of our rights, and^ 
overwhelm this great republic, in dreary confufion 
a»4 irretrievable ruin. Whoever has been afe 
quainted with their complaints and their claims, 
an4 h«is been tlie_ witnefs of their proceedings, 
will C(^fider this, as a charitable reprefentation o^ 
their views and purfuits. 

Blessed be the Loird God of durfalvatioti, that 
in the midft of our unworthinefs and provoci- 
%vo\nSf he has i'nterpbfed and faved us from thfe 
fwordof the opprenor, and the violei|Ee of wicked 
meii. Ardent thankfgivings are this day due to 

"T"' " "''' ^' ' ' 'the 
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the Father of mercies, That m the feafon of alarm* 
ittg dangers, he raifed up an adminiftration of go* 
vernment, who, in the faithful page of hiftoxji 
*will be celebrated for their wifdoni, their modefati 
tion and integrity. 

. - • .- - i 

After many outrageous and treaforiable ex- 

ceffes had prevailed, inf^veralpartsof theState|' 
indthe lives andeftates of their guilty authors were 
forfeited to their country, our , Chief Magillratei 
at the recfueft of the Legiilature, offered a free and 
full pardon to all the promoters arid abettors of 
fhofe feditious tumults. Through an infatuated 
obduracy jthat pardon was fcornfuUy reje<S:ed, even 
under the cleareft light anct evidence exhibited to 
them, that their eomplaints were groundlefs, and 
that the government had been adminiftered witK 
great' integrity. Former violences were renewed^' 
the criminal demands of tlie- infurgehts increafed, 
and the exiftence of the GommortWealth^ was put 
to the haisard. When unmixed mercy could hot 
redaim but raifed to higher excetfes the refiftapce 
6f the offenders,a^thority affumedai more firm and 
dpafixetone, and raifed a military. fpree to r^>^ 
thfir viqlence. Yet gr£at was the forbear^ince and i 
^onipaffi^^ojf government in all .their.r exertipijs 
to fiipprefe t^^yebelliojn. Forgivenefs was fUU ex- 
tended 
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itenddd to tKe body of the reb^s, the leaders bnl/ 
«yere lef^to the juftice of the la.w, and even, with 
the leaders much lenity was lifed by proffering 
•terms of pardon, to many df them. The ftep? of 
our civil adminiftration were the marks of their 
juftice and humanity. The wifdom and decifion 
of the Council, demanS our admiration iud grati- 
tude : theinealures of our Chief Magiftratc all de- 
noted the firmnefs of hisi^irit, his regard for our 
laws, his inflexible adherence to the principles of 
the conftitution, and his unfliaken determination 
to protedl his country, and reprefs the violence of 
wicked men. fiis conduft was equally diftin- 
guifliedfor benignity and moderation, that aver-. 
fion from bloodlhed and that ardent wifli to reco-- 
ver and preferve offenders,which is a fhining part 
of the charader of a good man and a chriftian ma- 
giftrate; He hath (hewed himfelf the Father and 
Friend of/m country. The mrnijter of God for good 
to his peo^lei 

That \t'drthy p'erfdhage wKo acted under his 
iittmediate orders in fuppreffing the publit Com- 
mbtiohs, has added frefh laurels td his formef ho-' 
iiors,and evinced ho^w much he deferves the appeJj 
lation of the Chr i stI an Hbro. The officers and 
men employed in this imj'^ant and ufiweleome 

fervice, 
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ifertrice, by their firm, temperate and wife c6hdu5:, 
difcovered that excellent fpirifr which ought ever 
to reign in the bofortis of free citizens. Ye au- 
thors and leaders of thefe happy operations, if we 
forget your fervices, let our right hand forget its 
cunning. Thou country thus faved of the Lord 
from the horns of the unicorn,if we do not remem- 
ber thee above our chief joy, let our tongue cleave 
to the roof of our mouth. 

Thrones of judgement are eftablifhed, and the 
feat of violence is driven from us .: and by the un- 
int'errdpted execution of our whole fome laws, we 
may fit quietly under our own vines and under our 
own fig-trees. And vve may gladly hopei that 
without connivance from men of influence, thefe 
feeds of fedition will e'er long be totally eradicat- 
ed from our republic. The methods of Provi- 
dence in protefting the Commonwealth and fuc- 
ceeding the meafures of governinent, merit parti- 
cular notice and unfeigned gratitude. The finger 
of God has be6n cdnfpicuous in directirig and profi 
pering our public counfels. OperatioJis dilated 
by wifdom and moderation, have beenfucceeded by 
remia:fka:bIe'interpofitions of Heaven. The hearts 
©f thofe in rebellion jnelted like wax, and they 

G could 
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C£mld perform no ^part of their enterprize ; int^ 
the meafurcs of adminijftratiori were crowned with 
the wiflied for fiiccels.' 

May the aiif hoi" of all effectual influences imprefs 
the fflihds of dciuded'citizens with a convidion or 
the criminality of their conduft, and of the evident 
hand'6fGod, which 'v/as lifted up againft' them. 
It is but fulli'ce' t6 obferve,' tIM the^ meafures of 
government, have been conformable to the fyftem 
of God's government over a finful world. Mer,ey 
has been freely proffered, and' wheit defpifed, has 
been followed by a mixture of jiidgerheiit ^nd mer- 
cy. Becaufe the Loir'd loved his people,, he hatlv 
inclihed'the hearts of their rulers intofuch'a prpf- 
perous arid' falutary admmiftration. To regard 
thefe foot-fteps of Providence, ah'dpurfue.aijrnilar 
fyftem of admihifttation, can fcarcely fail to re- 
cover us from our coiifufions, arid eftablifh our 
public tranquility. But iriattehriori to tlie'finrer' 
of God, and an abufe of his healing mercies, the 
continuance of our i-ebelUons and refiftanceof his-' 
civil ordiriance,will provoke him to empty us from 
vefiel to vcffel, dud for the iniquities of our land, many 
will be the rulers thereof : mfiahle as water we fhali 
not excel. But if confcious of paft ingratitude 
and abufe bfbleffings, we will turn untb him by 

repentance 
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repentance and works of rigliteoufnefs, will fpeak 
the tJTUth one to another and Idve as brethren ; if 
pur ruicrs will go before us in the duties of prayer;, 
faith and obedience, fobmiffion to Chrift, and re- 
fpectto his dodirines and inftitutions ; if they will 
love the people and confult their intereft by inte- 
grity and'goodnefs, ftudy rather to do them good 
than to gratify their idle humours ; if they will 
meafure their adminiftrations by the line of truth 
and honefty, although thoufands frown ; if they 
will be temperate and induftrious in their work, 
will punifli the wicked and protect obedient fub- 
jefts, and thus fet the Lord alway before their 
face, then fliall their reputation flourilh and their 
authority prove an unfpeakable bleffing to the 
people : * God Jhall fll Zion with judgement and 
righteoufnefs, and lu'ifdom and knowledge Jh&ll he the 
Jiability of our times and Jircngth of falvation : And 
the fear of the Lordfhall he our treafure ; and hejhall 
I ft us high among the nations. 

The time calls me to a conclulion, in fuitablc 
addreffes. 

Our firfl; attention is due to our worthy Chief 
Magiftrate, called by God and his country to the 

chair o£ government. 

May 
*, Ifaiah xxxiii. i, &, 
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Ma'j it pleafe, ipur Excellency, 

TEfAT happy tranquillity which we enjoyed 
under your foi^mer adminiftration, cannot fail to 
excite our congratulations, that God has fo far 
reftored your health, that yoii are able to accept 
the Chief IVfagiftracy iii this Commonwealth. 
Appointed by God to bear rule over your bre- 
thren, you will be pleafed to accept bur beft 
wjflies that your health may be adequate to the 
weighty burthens of your high and facred ofBce. 
Our prayer to the Almighty is, that he would be 
the health of your countenance and your; God ; 
that he would ftrengthen you to eminent ufeful- 
nefs among his people. • May divine prefervation' 
and illumination accoiTipany ybu.r'adminiftrations, 
that you may continue to act worthily for Chriil. 
our King, and be accepted of the multitude of 
yotir brethren. May that diffufive loVe Which you 
fo 'early maiiifefled for your country, by placing 
ypurfelf inthefirft rank of darigefs,to repel f^rfign 
ufu'rpation, land vindicate the privileges and laws 
of your country, ftill animate you, to purfue the 
happinefs of the community, by fupportiiig the 
dignity of civil authority, the prerogatives and in- 
dependence of the Supreme Executive, and the 
other branches "of adminiftration ; by making law 
terrible to all invaders and ufwpers of the powers 
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of government, ajid tjy drawing a line of diftinc-, 
fion bet\Veeu faitlifui fubjecls, and thofe who may- 
be fo loft to virtue, as to.diflurb the publie peajce, 
and ailail the property, the liberties and the lives 
of .their fellow-citizens. 

With pleafing anticipation, we behold yqur 
Excellency God's minifter for good, bearing the 
fword of the State, not as a terror to good works, 
but to the evil. Our eye with delight marks your 
path, while you lead us your children into the 
duties of relative and Chriftian life, and by your 
example teach us, that felf-deniaj, frugality and 
induftry, fo eflfential to the happjnefs of a free 
people. 'From yourExcellency,will ourLegiflature 
eafpect advice in thofe ffieifures, which may main- 
tain inviolate the principles of our civil fonftitution 
againft every fpecies of encroachment ; how the 
public good is to be purfued, honefty a^d integrity, 
diligence and application encouraged^ and diffir 
pation driven from the State ; how "the laws of 
jufdce may b6 effectually vindicated, and the feat 
of ftaud and oppreffion, be removed far from us. 
Our cxpeclations are ffom your Excellency, That 
liberty fliaE be maintained by la,w; and all fubjcds 
be fecure in their- p©ffeifipns ; that public faith, 

and national credit and dignity, be fpUicitoufly 
pxefcrved. 
•: May 



■■■ May- the inftltutions of literature flourifli under. 
your friendly patronage ; efpecially may that 
Uluftrious univerlity to which the public is fo much 
indebted for laying the foundation of fcience in 
your Excellency, and qualifying you for fuch ex- 
tenfive fervices in this, and through the United 
States, be the object of your peculiar pare, and by^ 
your powerful influence be protedled in all its 
important rights and immunities. 

We hope in the goodnefs of the univerfal Parent, 
that by affording you his prefence and grace, he 
will Ihew, that becaufe he loved his people, he 
hath therefore appointed you tp rule over them. 
From your Excellency, the interefts of piety and 
the Chriftian religion, juftly expeft continual aid 
and friendly countenance. May the Angel of the 
Divine prefence, enlighten and beautify the paths 
of your adminiftration. In your days, religion, 
truth and peace dwell on the earth, and after you' 
have fefved your generation by the will of God, 
may you receive the rewards of your fidelity, from' 
the approbation of your Judge. May you here 
enjoy a portion, better than many f»ns, and late 
be welcomed to the prefence of your Divine Savi- 
our and Judge, and from him obtain that Crown 
of glory which fadeth uot away. 



Ou 
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buK. refpecls are now due to the Gentlemefli 
who dompofe the Honourable the Senate, and the 
Honourable the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

Fathers of our country^ and Elders of our tribes^ 

YOU arc this day conftituted by. Jefus Chrift, 
the ordinance'of God, for the good of his churjch,^ 
andthe welfare of tliis Commonwealth. The oathof 
God is upon you, to maintain the laws of theState, 
and the facred principles of our excellent conftitu- 
tion : A coriftitution which wifdom will approye, 
as the national bulwark of our independence andfo- 
vereignty, the effeftual protection of good citizens, 
the fecurity of freedom, property and Mfe. and our 
defence againfl; the rude encroachments of anarchy, 
and defpotifm. You have this day declared your 
belief of the' Chri'ftian religion'. Integrity in this 
profeflioh will lead yoii to prize Our contlitution 
tlie niore^ firice it is fb friendly to morality, and 
the Chriftian faith. You have bound yourfelves 
in the dilchaVge of your cifice, to promote the 
common good upon\gofpel principles ; by cultivat- 
ing in your temper, andpraftice,tKofe benevolent 
graces of Chriftianity, which will enable you to 
rule with reputation to yourfelves, and advantage 
to thd people. You have pledged yourfelves ta 
honor Chrift*s inftitutions, to proteft his fervants, 
to difcountenance all contempt of the doctrines' 



aad: ttiajdriiS> c£ his holy faith. Thus from the 
..ttiailiicr of yictur inaugUfation, we iHayexped, 
,tha,t Y&o, be nurfing: Fathers to the Church. It 
becomes a minifter of that Church, (and will thercr 
fore be aqcepitable to you) to ftir up your pur? 
milidS to ufe the gift that is" io you^ for the good 
of the people. You arie the Minifters of God,, and 
as iUcH, acco"tfnTSb'le,at the tribunal of the Son of 
Iffanj, in the great day of dread decilion. Let me 
exhort you as candidates for eternity, to keep in 
ixiihd that foieriin day, and as faithful fervants, to 
be habitually prepared for it. And that through 
Divine grace, you may give up a good account at 
laft, be, entreated to regard the eye of God, which 
Isupon you, ;an4 look to him to pardon your un- 
yrorthinefsjto cbunfel you by his unerring wifdom,' 
and to i^uickeri you by his truth : That he would 
not talce his Holy Spirit from you, biit by his 
cfleftual influences^ guide you into the paths of 
uprightnefsl The fcriptures will teach you yoiir 
hablenefs to err; arid ybtii: delire to be ufeful, will 
eJicitfe your applications for that atiointing of the 
Holy One, by which you- will riot err fatally. As 
Itulers, it GOhceriiis you to be inen of prayerj to 
maintain an intercourfe with Heaven, and ari 
humble dependance upon Divine teaching and 
guidance. Do you wifh to be horioured of God 
in yotHc-oiEce? You mwft honour him by fubmit- 

ing 
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Ing your adrhiniftrations to hi* government, by 
a refpeft to his name, his inftitutions and thofe 
eternal laws of righteoufnefs, ordained for the 
carefiil obfervanc^ of all his rational fulrgefits.' 
With you the fear of the Lord is' the beginning of 
wydom, and to depart from evil is uitder/ianding.—' 
'To you as thpir Fathers, will the people look forr 
t)atteni^f moral and Chriftian duty. You will 
therefofflKgo before them in per£bn%l, in family 
and pubK: religion and dbedience.k Cire for the 
State will arm your zeal arid fbrtitudi? againft 
vicious and immoral praftices^ to frowipi upott 
grofs breackes of human and Divine laws. Your 
fervices will be approved of God, ahd ufeful 
to the community, whenever you fliall punifh 
with decifioh and impartiality, the lawlefs 
praftices of vicious and (Kfobedient fubjefts. 
Through your examjje and o:^cial e;fertions fhall 
Ijhofe virtues of bf nevjjl^i^c^, integrity, pduftry 
and frugality, fd effential to. a .republican an4 
Chriftian community, greatly prevail. And your 
teftim'ony {hall fupprefs the infolence ,of fr:^;^ and 
injuftice, falfliopd and perjviry, by whj^jfh the bonds 
of fpciety are diffolved. May the. oath of God, 
becDipe terrible, and all human propiifgs.and cpn-. 
tracts be' held facred. Pun<fluality in Ru-^ers to 
fteir cpntrafe, is the firft ftep tovvards a general 
H honefty 
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honefty in the State. Their example "gives energy 
to laws againft private fraud and irijuftice. You 
will feel the bond of tfiat law of your Maftelr, ^» 
•B'spe no man litif thing } but according to the ability 
bf the people, to make a pundual arid fatisfaclbry 
payment of public debts'. You will utterl;^ dif- 
allow all meafures, which may put hdheft arid 
feeble citizens into the powet of griping and uh- 
prirtcipl^ oipprdffors; than fuch rrieafures, nothing 
is more repugnant to that Gofpel, by which, you 
are to. be judged! Every indirect method to ex- 
tricsite the people from emb'arraffments, is a liew 
load to fink tjiejn in the m,ire. The Fathers of 
bur tribes will therefore cultivate public arid pri- 
vate faith, and, learn us ail not to go beyond, or t» 
defraud our neigJpbeur. [ ;, 

May the good God influence 6ur honourable- 
Legiflature, into a fyfterri of adminiftration, whicti 
fliall defend our Gonftitutidrtj reridei^ veriefablt 
our laws, prbtea fthm violeri6e theieats of Juftice 
and the Throne of Judgement, and b^ k dne 
mixture of niercy and juftice,' alliire ofFendei-s^o 
obedience, 6r By" adequatd perialties iiicapaci 
^hemfrbni diftiTrbirig the public tranquility. You' 
will think nothing too much to encoiirageafpirit 
of loyalty arid patridtifm^ and to this end you will 

encourage 



[ ■ 59 1 

.encourage the means of grace and education. Ttx 
your wifdom does it belong to difcover the politici\ 
meafures, for promoting the good defignsT which 
have been mentioned, but I may fuggeftj that they 
fhoiild'be fuch as are approved by the gofpel of 
Clirift, ■ - f • 'i' 

Our national concerns, as a confederated, 
Republic, are ferious concerns. Your deliberate 
counfels will be requlfite to invent fome remedy 
for our national imbecility and reproach. Unlefs 
effeftual and liberal meafures are fdon taken, our 
glory and independence will vanifli into air. Be 
in treated FatheVs, to lay afide limited views and 
local prejudices, and to encoimpafs ■ the Union in 
the exertions of your wifdom and patriotifm. 

The better to anfwei< the, ends of your appoint- 
ment, yoo wyi* confider it highly important, iu 
filling up the vacancies in the Legillaiture, and jo, 
conftituting a Council for His Exce;llency, to 
choofe faithful and approved men, who fear God 
and obey Chrift abo.ve many, men of noble minds, 
fuperiour to intrigue, ^nd unfettered by faftion, 
of independent fentiments, who abhor covetous 
praftices,' men whofe circumftances are not em-f 
barraffed, and who will not fear tp do the thing 

wfiich 



which is juft, who love the people, and will by 
perfonal laibQurs , and felf-denial, and unwearied 
diligence,pvrfue their folid and l?ifting advantages, 
and yet difdain by meannefs and artifice, and by 
facrificing th^ir own judgemeiit, to gain an 
empty^ popular applaufe. 

A Legislature thus conftituted, and what a 
refpe<f^able nunaber of fuch amiable and worthy 
charafters do I now behold ; fuch a Legiflature, 
IhalHn theiiTue enjoy thebleflings of their country, 
while time ferying politicians, ihallfink in the dirt 
of their deferved ignpminy : Such a Legiflature 
may hope to have God with them, to profper the 
\?pik of their hands. From the faithful difcliarge 
of an earthly truft, they, fliall in thgir time and 
order, be received to the plaudit of theiif final 
Judge. Such is the reward which wc pray that 
every member of our public adminiftration, in 
the Executive, Legi'flative and Judicial department, 
may now deferve, and in future obtain -from the 
mouth of him, who fireth upon the Throne. 

May we all repent, and do our firft works, 
that God may be in the midft of us. That he may- 
fit in the aiiembly of our Rulers, is the devout 
fupplicatipn.of all, who hope in his mercy, and 
wifli well to this Commonweaitli. 

Blessed 
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Blessed art thou O Land, when thy King i% 
the Son of nobles, and thy Princes eat in due 
feafon. Happy is thai; people, that is in fuch a 
cafe ; yea happy is that people, whofe Go^ ia 
the Lord. 

Thus with fincerity, and as ysrell as I was able, 
have I fpoken unto you the Lord's meflagc- 
May the efFedual co-operations pf the Bleffed, 
Spirit,render the truths which have been delivered, 
ufeful to this whole Aflen^bly, and by the confe- 
quent fruits may it appear, that in very deed 
God has been among us. And whta we ihall 
feverally ftand in the great coingregation of the 
affembled univerfe, by 'a precious holy life, may 
we be prepared to be fbund of pur Judge in peace. 
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